
DECEMBER 2025 PTA NEWSLETTER 
 
Welcome back Bret Harte Bears! We hope you had a wonderful fall break. 
 

🐻 PTA News 

The PTA plays a vital role in supporting our school through fundraising, community events, and 
volunteer efforts. Want to get involved? 

📌 Next PTA Association Meeting​
 📅 Monday, January 12 |  6:00 PM |  Parent Room 

Everyone is welcome—come meet fellow parents and learn how you can make a difference at 
our school!  

📧 Contact us: BretHarteBearsPTA@gmail.com​
 🔗 Join the PTA - Sign up to become a member for only $10 linktr.ee/brethartebearsPTA 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Ongoing events:​
 🕗 10-Minute Morning Movement — Every Friday at 8:00 AM. Families are invited to join their 
students for some fun and energizing movement to kick off the day! Please sign-in in the office 
before heading to the track!​
 ☕ Bear Necessities — Friday, December 5 at 8:15 AM. A great opportunity for open dialogue 
and connection with the Principal!​
 🌿 Bears on the Lawn Family Picnic— Friday, December 5. Join your student for a meal 
during their scheduled lunch break. 

Event Committee Meeting​
 📅 Thursday, December 11 |  6:00 PM | 📍 Parent Room 
 
Hot Cocoa and Holiday Lights Scavenger Hunt​
 📅 Friday, December 12 |  5:30 PM | 📍 Multipurpose Room 
Come to the school cafeteria any time from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM to make ornaments, have some 
hot cocoa, and pick up your game board.  Take a self-guided trip through the neighborhood and 
check off the items you can find! 
 
Bret Harte Bear Market​
 📅 Thursday, December 18 |  5:00 PM |  

http://linktr.ee/brethartebearsPTA?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbjFvU0FWTlNBWnUxendwQnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6HypFv7q81aMyhHdlrt9-qMEs2sj7BxGRc6HfkAsefmtgqlUmWgj6L-4Ez_Q_aem_Nk1l_Sp_oq0hxOCk7GX1mw


This is a wonderful opportunity for students to design, market, and sell their own handmade 
creations while learning real-world skills in entrepreneurship, math, and communication. Come 
shop before the winter concert!  
Applications and a sample are due Monday, December 8. Vendor fee is $5.  
Please note: An adult is required to be present at each booth to help manage funds. No food, 
baked goods or used items may be sold. 
 
Save the Date: Winter Concert​
 📅 Thursday, December 18 |  6:30 PM | 📍 Multipurpose Room 
An evening packed with Holiday cheer! 
 
 
Garden Committee 

Our school garden is growing—literally and figuratively! 

Garden Committee Meeting​
 📅 Wednesday, December 3 |  6:00 PM | 📍 Parent Room 
 
Garden Work Day​
 📅 Saturday, December 13 | 10:00 AM ​
All helping hands are welcome! We’re excited to continue working on our Butterfly Garden 
Installation! 

If you have any clean cardboard (non-shiny and free of tape, staples, or labels), please bring it 
along — we’ll be using it for sheet mulching the garden area.Let’s grow something beautiful 
together! 🌿 

 🔗 Visit our garden blog: https://sites.google.com/view/bret-harte-school-garden 

Want to contribute directly to the garden?​
Donate: bit.ly/BretHarteDonate 

 

Fundraising Committee 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the November Dine and Donate at Chipotle! More 
opportunities to have a meal and help Bret Harte’s PTA raise money are coming soon. 
 
See’s Candy Fundraiser 
Thank you for supporting our fundraiser and helping make this season extra sweet! 🍫 The 
items you have ordered will be available to pickup before the winter break. If you put your phone 
number on the order form or envelope, you will receive text message updates on the estimated 
delivery date. If you have any questions or need to make special arrangements, please contact 
Adam Gothard at 916-402-0042 Thank you!  

https://sites.google.com/view/bret-harte-school-garden
http://bit.ly/BretHarteDonate


 
Fundraising Committee Meeting​
Wednesday, December 12|  6:00 PM | 📍 Parent Room 

Want to contribute directly to the PTA?​
Donate: bit.ly/BretHarteDonate​
 

 

Student Belonging Committee 

Student Belonging Committee Meeting​
Tuesday, December 9 |  5:15 PM | 📍 Parent Room       

New Books! The Student Belonging Committee has developed a great list of inclusive kids 
books that will soon be added to the school library, with the goal of helping more kids see 
themselves in school materials. Many thanks to everyone who suggested books and helped 
raise funds, and to Principal Jones for her support of improving the library! 

Family Survey -  The Student Belonging Committee has launched a Family Survey to gather 
input from parents and caregivers about how we can make Bret Harte a place where all families 
feel welcome, included, and supported! A big thank-you to everyone who filled out the survey 
already — your feedback is so valuable. If you haven’t filled one out yet, or would like to help 
spread the word, please take a few minutes to complete the survey and share it with other Bret 
Harte families. Your voices help shape a stronger, more connected school community!  click 
here for English or here for Spanish. The survey only takes 2 minutes and you can enter to win 
a prize! 

 

Kudos! 
 
Bret Harte has won the District Attendance Challenge for two months in a row! Thank you 
for your commitment to getting your students to school on time each day. This month’s 
challenge is Everyday Counts! Snow Much Fun Awaits! Students who come to school every day 
with no tardies and no early dismissals will earn a special treat anc the class with the highest 
attendance will earn a popcorn party! 
 
 
Yearbook 
 
Early Bird Special: Order Your Yearbook Today Before Prices Go Up 
Order your yearbook today for only $23. When you order online, you’ll also be given the chance 
to upgrade your book to a hardcover. Yearbooks will be distributed to students in early June. 
Visit ybpay.com to order your yearbook today! Yearbook ID Code: 15459226 

http://bit.ly/BretHarteDonate
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7DpmrgSHa4mOcrJzSGPVTMI-d6tKfCWVMTH804NMj_ABdew/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7DpmrgSHa4mOcrJzSGPVTMI-d6tKfCWVMTH804NMj_ABdew/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyrKhtJiS_5qBUoRuYoYhGksoYc6cdBF6wDK5r2dFy4gtORQ/viewform
http://www.ybpay.com/


 

 

Items Needed! 

The PTA is looking for some items to refresh the Parent Room and the Staff Lounge. If you 
would like to donate any of these items or have a lead, please email us at 
BretHarteBearsPTA@gmail.com 

●​ Office chairs / conference room chairs for Parent Room 
●​ Office chairs / conference room chairs for Staff Lounge 
●​ Conference table for Parent Room 
●​ Large conference table for Staff Lounge 

 

Upcoming School Events 

Every Fri | 8:00 AM |  10 Minute Morning Movement 
12/3 | Wed | 6:00 PM |  Garden Committee Meeting 
12/5 | Fri | 8:15 AM |  Bear Necessities: Principal Chat 
12/5 Fri |  Trimester 1 Awards 

●​ TK -2nd grade: 8:15-8:45 AM 
●​ 3rd-6th grade: 9:00-9:30 AM 
●​ SDC classes: Time TBD 

12/5 | Fri | 11:00 AM-12:25 PM |  Bears on the Lawn Family Picnic 
12/10 | Wed | 6:00 PM |  Fundraising Committee Meeting​
12/11 | Thu |  6:00 PM |  Events Committee Meeting 
12/12 | Fri | 5:30 PM |  Hot Cocoa & Scavenger Hunt​
12/13 | Sat | 10:00 AM |  Garden Work Day 
12/15 | Mon | 6:00 PM |  PTA Executive Board Meeting 
12/18 | Weds |  5:00-6:00 PM | Bear Market 
12/18 | Weds |  6:30 PM | Winter Program 
12/22-1/2 | Mon-Fri |  No School (Winter Break) 
 
 


